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There’s a Future: Visions for a Better World

There’s a Future: Visions for a Better World is
the fifth book in this annual series that BBVA
devotes to disseminating the best knowledge
on the greatest topics of our time.

In some ways, this book represents a
necessary synthesis and extension of the
previous ones. Through it, we seek to
integrate the various elements we are coming

to understand: How do they interact with each other? Where are they leading us?
And, more importantly, what can we do to ensure that this path, with all its
acknowledged risks, leads us to improve people’s quality of life in a sustainable way?

This is a very tough task, “it is difficult to make predictions, especially about the
future.” This famous quote, uttered by renowned physicist Niels Bohr almost a
century ago, is — if possible — even truer today. We have known since Heraclitus
that “there is nothing permanent except change,” but in our era, the rhythm of
change is accelerating. We are living in a period of transformation of unprecedented
magnitude and speed. The future seems to be hurtling towards us at full tilt.

For this very reason, if predicting the future is particularly difficult today, preparing for
it is also vital and urgent. As Albert Einstein said, “we will have the future we
deserve.”

This book does not uphold the naïve and dangerous pretension of foretelling “the”
future. Instead, we seek to be thought-provoking and to trigger debate over a future
that will be the result of various interacting forces and of our own decisions: a future
that is shaping itself day by day in its many facets.

That is why this book presents a wide range of articles that encompass many
different visions of the future, both in focus and theme. It is a multidisciplinary cross-
section designed to map out the basic lines along which our reality is changing and
in which direction they are taking us.


